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One lias to be one's self in order to be or do
anything, whatever the character of the self may
be, and my bent was too strong to be turned
aside. "War about non-intrusion under the shadow
of an unsettled final problem seemed like Nero
diverting himself when Borne was burning. In
the spring of 1845 Berkeley was again in my
hand, and with the ' Leibniz,' Hamilton's gift
years before, revived grave interest in the ultimate
meaning of life in the strange universe, and this
with a practical regard much more than as a specu-
lative adventure.

While thus disposed, an unexpected letter re-
ceived one morning encouraged this philosophical
revival, and became a turning-point in my life. It
was a request by the editor of the ' North British
Review' for an article "on some philosophical
subject." The ' North British' was a lately
founded literary and scientific quarterly, in design
more hospitable to religious interests than the
' Edinburgh' was supposed to be, but professedly
independent of sectarian influence. It began its
course in the year before, with the countenance
largely of Free Churchmen of liberal tendencies.
"Welsh, the Church historian, was editor in its first
year; but the letter was from Edward Maitland, re-uption at a distance.     Irbid national ac-
